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Coordinator’s Corner

Is the latest research based on a
high level of evidence or is it
“popular hearsay”? Pediatric
hearing aid fitting is serious busi-
ness ; the outcome affec ts a
person’s future.

I hope this issue of Perspec-
tives gives some answers or begins
to answer some of those questions.
To move forward in our field, we
have to look at where we are to-
day.

Division 9 is so proud to pub-
lish results of a much needed sur-
vey on “Current Practices in Pe-
diatric Amplification and Early
Intervent ion” submitted by
Kristina Rigsby, MS, a Vanderbilt
doctora l candidate under the

mentorship of Tamala Bradham,
PhD, William Dickerson, AuD,
and H.Gustav Mueller, PhD.

Sheila Pratt, Kelly Schnoor,
and Melissa Friedman explore
“Speech Production as a Measure
of Hearing Aid Benefit in Infants
and Young Children.” Their pa-
per explores the link between au-
ditory input and speech motor
control and the impact of linear
hearing aids versus wide dynamic
range compression, using speech
production as a measure of effec-
tiveness.
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CE instructions and forms (Attach-
ments)

You can now submit your

responses to CE questions online!

Using an interactive online form on our secure Web site, you

can complete the response form and get immediate feedback,

including a Certificate of Completion. See the new instruc-

tions at the back of this issue for details!

New W
ith

This Iss
ue

The talk is all around today
about evidenced-based practice
(EBP). ASHA’s National Center
for Evidence-Based Practice, led
by Rob Mullen, will be training
volunteer professionals in con-
ducting systematic literature re-
views and evaluating the levels of
evidence. This switch from a “con-
sensus approach” to evidence-
based will drive ASHA best prac-
tice guidelines. Division 9 Perspec-
tives will support ASHA in this
practice. What is the evidence?
How do we verify outcomes and
then what is the best way to vali-
date our outcomes? What are our
practitioners doing today in the
field? Is the latest research mak-
ing its way into clinical practice?


